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Scoutmaster Geoff Gunn supervises tree planing at the winter work party.

Wonderful WinterWork Party

Message 
from the 
Chair

Sign Up for the Summer Reunion

The Weather is 
Here
 The lyrics to the Jimmy Buffett song 
go something like, “The weather is here, 
wish you were beautiful”, but there is 
nothing left to wish for when it comes to 
the sun drenched days and crystal waters 
of EB.  We may not have gotten much 
of a winter, but it is definitely getting 
warmer and that always makes me think 
of the upcoming summer season and trips 
out to the island.  That along with the 
initial planning of the summer reunion, 
make me really want to break out of the 
office and run to the marina!
 In this issue of the Chronicle, you 
will find some information on the summer 
reunion, but there will be a lot more to 
come, so stay tuned to the website, keep 
an eye on your email, and subscribe to 
the Facebook page to stay connected and 
get all the info you need for your chance 
to get out there and enjoy the sun, 
water, camaraderie with the staff, and 
watching the scouts grow and learn new 
skills.  However, your chances to visit 
the island and camp don’t stop with the 
reunion!  Camp management has asked 
us for the past few years for volunteers to 
come out and be commissioners during 
the summer.  There is usually plenty of 
room for anyone who would be willing 
to spend a week in paradise, so let me 
know if that is something you want to 
do.  
 Looking forward to seeing you out 
there!
- Dave McAlister, Chairman

 
Thanks to Lee Harrison and his staff for organizing the well attended work party 
this winter at Emerald Bay. I appreciated the opportunity to be of use, especially 
for camp. I saw the email blast advertising the work party and decided to go, even 
though I was not sure who else was attending. It turned out to be a great weekend, 
both productive and fun. I am glad I attended.
 When I arrived at the boat on Friday evening, I was not sure what to expect. The 
first person I ran into was Rich Wise, an old friend and Emerald Bay colleague. Lee 
was running around trying to get everyone on board. Once I got on the boat, Dave 
Lerew and Rod Wheeler, long time volunteers and friends, were already seated and 
offered me a doughnut. Considering I had not eaten dinner, I appreciated the snack.
 Already on the boat were a bunch of Scouts led by Scoutmaster Geoff Gunn. I 
had met Geoff years ago when I was on the summer staff. Geoff and his scout troop 
are frequent visitors to Emerald Bay, often volunteering on work parties. On this 
trip, they were helping with the chapel refurbishing. His son Scott was also along. 
Scott led the volunteer group setting up the campsites in the front half of camp.
 Included in this group was Tom Pilla, another faithful volunteer who has given

(See Working, page 3)

 The 23rd annual Emerald Bay Association Reunion is scheduled for August 
11-12 at Emerald Bay. Alumni and their families are invited to spend the 
weekend at camp and relive their glory days on staff and reconnect with camp 
friends. During the day, the waterfront and other program areas will be open. 
In the evening, there will be a special reception for adults and a campfire with 
smores for everyone. On Sunday, the annual Association meeting and fund 
raising auction will be held. 
 Complete Reunion information is on page 2. Join in the fun, sun and friends!



Emerald Bay Associaton P.O. Box 959    Venice, CA   90294

2012 Annual Emerald Bay Association Summer Reunion
What: The 23nd annual Emerald Bay Association Summer Reunion at 
Camp Emerald Bay on Catalina Island. A weekend of fun, sun, fellowship, 
and catching up with camp friends. The waterfront will be open during 
the day for swimming, snorkeling, and boating. A special dinner, campfire, 
triathlon, and auction are also planned. Alumni will be staying in a campsite 
near the dining hall. Wall tents, mattresses, and cots are provided, but bring 
a sleeping bag. Saturday lunch and dinner and Sunday breakfast and lunch 
are included.

Who:  Alumni, friends of camp, and immediate families

When:  Saturday, August 11 – Sunday, August 12

How: A specially chartered Catalina Express Cruise boat from San 
Pedro directly into Camp. Check in for the boat is 9:30 a.m. for a 10:30 
a.m. departure. The boat is at the San Pedro Catalina Express Terminal 
located at 95 Berth, San Pedro. The boat will return Sunday to San Pedro at 
aproximately 3:30p.m. Parking at the terminal is $12 per day. 
Cost:  Adults 
  $120 for four meals and transportation
  $80 for food only (You provide transportation to camp)

  Kids (under twelve), Young Alumni (under age 25) and
  Sponsoring Members (donated over $100 during the past year) 
  $100 for four meals and transportation;  $70 for four meals only
   (You provide transportation to camp)  

Buy Your Spot Online: Making a reservation for the reunion has never been easier. Point your browser to
www.EmeraldBayAlumni.org/reunion

2011 Emerald Bay Association Summer Reunion Reservation
 
  Name________________________Phone Number____________________
 
  Address_______________________ Email__________________________

  Food and Transportation:   Food Only:
  ______ #Adults ($120)    _____ #Adults ($80)
  ______ #Kids and Young Alumni ($100) _____ #Children ($70)      Total Enclosed $_________
             ______#Sponsoring Members ($100)                   _____ #Sponsoring Members ($70)

  Please mail by July 15th to: Emerald Bay Association, P.O. Box 959, Venice, CA 90294. Make checks 
             payable to the Emerald Bay Association or pay online at www.EmeraldBayAlumni.org/reunion



Chuck Asbaugh and Bob Fenton are working in front of an incinerator in the mid-
eighties. When the incinerators were full and lit and at their hottest, flames could be seen 
coming out of the smoke stack. Non burnable trash and kitchen waste was taken to the now 
defunct dump at the end of the canyon that the rifle range is in. Where were these incinera-
tors? They were where the Helm now stands. The oleander bushes are still there.

Where in Emerald Bay?

Calendar of Events
Jun 3 Preweek at Emerald Bay
Jun 10 First Camping Session
Aug 11-12 Emerald Bay  
 Association Reunion
Aug 18 End of Last Camping 
 Session 

Yes, I want to support Camp Emerald Bay. 

I am enclosing:  (  ) $50        (  ) $100      (  )$250      (   ) $500         (  ) $1000          (  ) $________
 
Name__________________________________ 

Email Address____________________________

Please send your donation to the Emerald Bay Association, P.O. Box 959. Venice, CA, 90294
To learn more and donate online, please go to www.EmeraldBayAlumni.org/donate.

www.EmeraldBayAlumni.org

Working (from page 2)

of his time in the summer in the 
Handicraft Lodge as well as off-season 
work parties. Finally, there was a bunch 
of younger staffmen who joined us for 

the weekend. I hope they forgive me for 
not remembering all of their names. I do 
remember that they worked hard, were 
very tolerant of us older guys and got 
a lot of practice tying taut-line hitches 
while putting up the tents.

 The boat ride over was a great 
opportunity to catch up with everyone 
and seemed to go quickly. When we 
arrived at camp and unloaded the boat, 
we had a pleasant surprise. There was 
dinner waiting! The cook did a great 
job on dinner and all of the meals we ate 
during the weekend. 
 We worked hard to get the camp set 
up and to fix up the chapel. I was amazed 
at how much we accomplished in the 
short amount of time we had. On the 
boat ride home on Sunday, there was not 
much conversation, as many of us were 
tired out from all of the work and took 
the opportunity to take a nap. 
 I thoroughly enjoyed the weekend 
and look forward to the next opportunity 
to volunteer at camp.
- Bob Fenton, Editor
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Scenes from the Winter Workparty

Emerald Bay sunrise on a cloudy winter day. Scott Gunn and Johnny McHone raise a tent.

Troop 127 working at the chapel. Dave Lerew, Rod Wheeler and guest rebuilding the trash compactor.


